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By the end of this presentation you will be able to:

Define learning disabilities

Recognize learning disabilities

Use appropriate instructional strategies

What comes to mind
when you hear the term...

Learning Disability
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Definition of Learning Disability

:> A disorder in understanding or in using language,
spoken or written,
which may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to
listen, think, speak, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations.

:> Average or above-average intelligence

—

Some Behaviors of Adults with Learning Disabilities

+ Has difficulty telling or understanding jokes

* Misinterprets social cues

» Has difficulty following a schedule, being on time, or meeting deadlines
* Finds it difficult to memorize

* Gets lost easily driving or in large buildings

» Has difficulty reading the newspaper

» Spells the same word differently in one document

« Has difficulty balancing a checkbook

« Reads well but does not write well, or writes well but does not read well

« Is able to explain things orally, but not in writing

Statistics

3,000,000

School Age children
With LD

80 %
Somewhat
outgrow

1 out of 10 adults in the workplace has a learning disability

NOTES
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American with Disabilities Act (ADA)

-1990
* Employers with 15 or more employees
* Employee must self-identify

* Employer must make reasonable accommodations

Dyslexia

5 % of general population has severe dyslexia
Another 10 % of general population has mild dyslexia
Visual Dyslexia

Auditory Dyslexia

Dysgraphia

Dyscalculia

Visual Dyslexia

- Nothing wrong with their eyesight!
* Trouble interpreting what is seen in print

» Reversals and scrambles happen without warning
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Auditory Dyslexia

- Nothing wrong with their hearing!
* Inability to hear phonics

« Difficulty in developing long-term memory
for accurate spelling

» Comprehend less than half of oral information
they hear first time
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Dysgraphia

- Inability to master finger control necessary
for good penmanship

* No matter how hard they try to write neatly,
it is impossible to produce tidy work.

NOTES
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NOTES
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Figure 9.2. The was to write a
rience, The student who produced this dysgraphic writing could not read it later, The instructor guided him in
separating the words and lines (see Figure 9.3), When each word and line were spaced, it was easy to decode

this story.

Then | decided to go home. And then | received a letter and a box from my
Grandmother and Grandfather. It was an electric train with a sign that said
All Aboard for Canada. Then | asked my mother how to spell Arctic.

Dyscalculia

- Difficulty with math operations of all types

* Inability to remember whether to start on the right, left,
top, or bottom
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Scotopic Sensitivity

- Nothing wrong with their eyesight!
* Black print on white looks distorted
* Prefers reading in low light

* Runs finger under print

» Complains of stinging eyes

EJ z%uyki Maria's hand --Ym":n"\‘:; ;i'vflm“l 4
il

l& m the Nh«\:ﬂ of tires sgain
ey R the landing
% ST
d. m"r'%k%m'lmln-umm&a'mm
Ol TRE WS-

dzom the runway.
ia hzard the veize of the

!Fort W =X,

has zche to a
8 good day in the
--2l may take you"

Through thelr
"t

u— asorurtt A GRIM ‘?ﬁ- Fade Out Effect Inside portions of words begin to fade in and
,% fO“ e ’m' ‘NM Hiwee 33 2006 b3y 1 out in a pulsing thythm
aflas

'ﬂh O WIREPEOEr Ypwar taxet] gy LIS yYRin'

Luis squeezed Maria'shandasthey felttheairplanedip
Swirl Effect As the eyes focus on a particular word, lines downwardfor lheluuum Together theyheldtheir
begin to swirl like a rotating wheel i ingf of tir i runw
ey, Swbdeely thay fok the lndiog bump. Them the itham num,YT iy
wgins ured with 3 mghty backsard psh.  Tha [ way.T irtearsofjoy  Luis
wphes shmad &3 race doua the remmay.
taars of oy Lus aad Mara heard the voce of the * “WelcometoDal  las/Fort Worth.Plea uumalnulud
atoadast yyey  “Weicome to Dallas/Fart Worth. bt

trav

Piease remas seated watd the ascalt kas come te a o "h""ﬂyouv

complet stop 3t the tomimal. Huve 3 good day i the 0 YOO

Dailas area, or wherevar your travel sy Gike you

Smudge Effect Letters and words move sideways and stack MoVing space that cascade up and down !
on top of each other, then move apart. The page is filled with
moving black smudges that are impossidble o read.

he page

Figure 1.10. Persons who have Scotopic Sensitivity syndrome 500 these kinds of moving distortions as they try to read.

Moving Rivers Effect Words slide sideways, opening rivers of

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder/Attention Deficit Disorder

ADHD ADD

Fidgets, squirms, can’t stay seated Mind drifts off

atatime
Can't wait for his/her turn, blurts out Comes back to attention like waking
up in off and on cycles

Too quick to argue
Absent minded, loses things, poorly

Doesn't finish what is started, cannot keep| organized

paying attention, is easily bored

Talks excessively, interrupts, butts in,
does not listen
Needs reminders to finish things

Easily distracted by what goes on nearby | Short attention span of 60 to 90 seconds|

Learned information is filled with gaps
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Figure 10.2. John has developed this elaborate doodling system that transfers enough random mental energy
through his fingers onto paper to enable him to listen well for long periods of time. If he stops doodiing, his ability
10 listen falis apart

Emotional Impact

Positive Never Identified

Effects of childhood experiences

Manias
Negative

Depression

Anxiety

What Adult Educators Can Do

“What should | know about the way you learn
in order to make this learning experience
successful for you?”
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Jane Greer is a founding partner of The Real Estate Learning Group®, a training
and consulting company in Portland, Maine. She has two decades of experience
in designing, developing and delivering workplace learning in a number of
industries — real estate, disability insurance, financial services, and veterinary
diagnostics. Jane has expertise in organizational development and performance
consulting as well as leadership development.

A graduate of Dartmouth College with a degree in engineering, Jane earned a
Master of Science Degree in Education with a concentration in adult education
and training from St. Joseph’s College. She is currently pursuing studies in New
Media.

A” techie” at heart, Jane has particular interest in the effective use of technology
in teaching, learning and administration. She has recently introduced a cost-
effective learning management system called RoundAbout that is specifically
designed for the real estate training industry.

For more information or to have Jane speak at your upcoming event, please
contact Jane Greer at jane@trelg.com or 800-796-5308 or visit her web sites at
www.trelg.com and www.roundaboutsoftware.com.
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